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OMAR   SON   OF   AL   KHATTAB 
THE   2ND   CALIPH

The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, and his Companions suffered greatly under the hands of the Koraysh, simply because they worshipped Allah alone and renounced the idols worshiped in and around Ka’bah. 

Amongst the heirarchy of the Koraysh the foremost adversaries to the Prophet’s preaching were Omar, son of Khattab and Amr, Hisham's son, better known as Abu Jahl which means ‘Father of Ignorance’. Hamza had embraced Islam and this had strengthened the position of the Muslims but their persecution persisted.

It was during this time that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, supplicated to Allah to give him either the support of Omar, son of Al Khattab or Amr, Hisham’s son. Allah accepted his supplication and Omar was His choice. 
THE   TURNER   OF   HEARTS
It was now the sixth year of the prophethood and although Omar had disliked the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, and his Companions, his reasons were different from those of his uncle Abu Jahl. Omar came from a family steeped in conservatism and tradition, and as such was taught to respect, but not question through lack of Divine Guidance, the age-old custom of reverence for the idols and Ka’bah. The very idea of even challenging the validity of worshipping its idols was to Omar something that was simply not open for discussion. Traditions and heritage went hand in hand, and were to him, something to be preserved at all costs, even though there was nothing to support the worship of idols. As for the Ka’bah itself, only fragments of its real reason for reverence remained. Omar, as well as most of the people of Mecca, was content with the age-old illogical excuse that his fathers and ancestors had worshipped them and what had been good enough for them, was still good enough for his generation.

When Omar heard the Prophet praise and peace be upon him, calling upon people to renounce the idols and worship just One God, Allah, it was more than he could bear. To Omar's way of thinking at that time, the Prophet praise and peace be upon him, and his Message had become a threat to the very fabric of his society's heritage, unity, and ultimately its existence so he had come to the conclusion that the only way to stop the escalation would be the elimination of the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him,. With this in mind Omar left his house, and headed for the Ka’bah where he concealed himself and heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, reciting the chapter “The Resurrection Verifier” as he prayed:

“The Resurrection Verifier; and what is the Resurrection Verifier?

What makes you to know what the Resurrection Verifier is?

Thamood and Aad belied the Clatterer. 

Thamood, they were destroyed by the violent shout (of Gabriel),

as for Aad, they were destroyed by a howling, violent wind

that He subjected upon them for seven nights and eight days consecutively

and you might have seen them struck down

as if they were the stumps of palm trees that had fallen down.

Can you see any remnant of them now?”

Koran 69:1-8

As the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, continued his recitation Omar heard:
“That this is the speech of a noble Messenger.
It is not the speech of a poet, little do you believe
nor is it the speech of a soothsayer, little do you remember. 
(It is) a sending down from the Lord of all the Worlds.’ Koran 69:40-43.

The Words of Allah had an impact upon him, however Omar was not swayed as his conservatism, heritage and traditional way of thinking was to him a matter not to be abandoned. 

NU’AYM   DIVERTS   OMAR
Omar could bear it no longer. The matter had, in his opinion, to be resolved once and for all, so he fastened his sword to his belt and stormed out of the house.

He had not gone far when Omar was met by a fellow tribesman by the name of Nu'aym, Abdullah's son. Nu'aym had embraced Islam, however very few people knew of his conversion and without a doubt Omar was completely unaware.

Upon seeing the determined look upon Omar's face and then the sword fastened to his belt, Nu'aym suspected trouble and asked casually, so as not to arouse suspicion, where he was going. Omar replied, "I am going to kill Muhammad; he has divided us!"

Nu'aym, trying to conceal his fear for the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, tried to dissuade Omar by telling him that even if he succeeded, the children of Abdu Manaf would never rest until they had taken their revenge and killed him.

Nu'aym was quick to realize that Omar was not to be put off by his advice so desperately, in an effort to buy time in which he could alert the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, and his Companions, he said, "Omar, you should put things right in your own house first!"

Omar was startled and asked what he meant by such a statement. Nu'aym replied, "Your sister, Fatima and her husband, Sa'id, are followers of Muhammad and his religion." Without so much as a word, Omar stormed off to his sister's house. Nu'aym felt badly at having exposed Fatima and Sa'id to Omar's wrath, but he knew they would understand his intention as they, like every convert, loved and would do anything to shield their beloved Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, from the prospect of harm.

THE   RECITATION   OF   KHABBAB
Now among the literate people of the tribe of Zuhra was a convert called Khabbab, Aratt’s son. Khabbab had a very sweet voice and had learned the recitation of the Koran. Fatima and Sa'id loved to both recite and listen to its recitation and so Khabbab had become a most welcome visitor to their home.

On the day Omar discovered his sister and her husband had become Muslims, Khabbab happened to be visiting them. It was as they were sitting together reciting the new chapter "Ta Ha" which had recently been sent down, and then written upon a piece of parchment, that Omar arrived at her house and made his presence known by calling out his sister's name in a thunderous voice. 

Khabbab was stricken with fear, for he was among those who were poor and of little standing, so he hid himself in Fatima's house hoping that Omar would not discover his presence. But before hiding, Fatima took the parchment from him and hid it under her gown.

Omar burst into Fatima's house and demanded, "What was that mumbling I heard?" Fatima and Sa'id told him that he heard no mumbling. Angrily, Omar replied, "Indeed, I heard you and I have been told that you have both become followers of Muhammad!" Omar restrained himself no longer and started beating his brother-in-law without mercy. Fatima tried to intervene but a blow intended for Sa'id struck her and she began to bleed profusely, whereupon she cried out to her brother to do whatever he wanted and told him that, yes, he was right, they had indeed become Muslims.

When Omar realized what he had done to his sister he was overcome with remorse and his attitude changed. In a soften tone he asked, "Give me what I just heard you reading from so that I might see what Muhammad has brought."

Fatima, fearful of her brother's intention replied, "I am afraid to trust you with it" whereupon Omar laid down his sword and said, "Do not fear, by Allah, I will give it back to you." Fatima knew her brother to be a man of his word and hoped with all her heart he would embrace Islam and spoke to him gently saying, "O my brother, because of your idolatry you are unclean and only the cleansed may touch it." Omar heeded his sister's words and went to wash himself. When Omar returned Fatima gave him the parchment and Allah, in His Mercy caused the light of faith to enter his heart as he began to read:

‘Indeed, I am Allah.
There is no god except Me.
Worship Me, and establish the prayer of My remembrance.’ Koran 20:14.
Omar was so taken with the beauty and composition of the verses that he said in a humble tone, “How excellent it is, and how graceful, please, take me to Muhammad.”

THE   SUPPLICATON   OF   THE  PROPHET  [image: image2.png]


 IS   ANSWERED
After Omar had finished reading, Khabbab came out from his hiding place and said, "Omar, I hope that through the prayer of our Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, Allah has chosen you, because yesterday I heard him supplicate, 'O Allah, strengthen Islam with either Abdul Hakam, Hisham's son or with Omar, Khattab's son."

These encompassing words of Khabbab touched Omar in such a way that he asked where he might find the Prophet praise and peace be upon him, so that he might go to him and embrace Islam. Khabbab no longer feared for the Prophet's safety under the hand of Omar and told him that he would find him together with his Companions in the house of Akram, near the Hill of Safa.

Omar went to the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him. When Omar arrived, the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, held him in his arms and shook him asking what he had come for. Omar replied that he had come hear more about Islam whereupon the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, told him that it was to bear witness that there is no god except Allah who has no partner and to bear witness to the messengership Muhammad His Messenger and Prophet, praise and peace be upon him. Omar accepted the invitation and asked the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, so that he might  take his leave and go to offer his prayer at the Ka’bah. He did not fear the the inevitability of the hostilities he would no doubt encounter from the unbelieving Koraysh.
Aslam, the Companion tells that Omar once said to the Companions, “Do you want to hear how I embraced Islam?” The Companions were anxious to know and asked him to continue. Omar said, “I was one of the foremost people who opposed the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, then the day came when I went to him in a house near the hill of Safa and sat down before him. The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, took hold of me by the collar and said, “O son of Al Khattab accept Islam”, then he prayed for me saying, ‘O Allah, guide him.’ It was then that I said, ‘I bear witness that there is no god except Allah, and I bear witness that you are the Messenger of Allah.” Omar told those who were with him that the Companions accompanying the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, immediately exalted Allah saying, “Allah is the Greatest” so loudly that it was heard throughout the streets of Mecca.
OTHMAN’S    CONVERSION 
THE    3RD    CALIPH

Amr, the son of Othman said that his father, Othman had told him that one day as he was visiting his aunt Arwa, the daughter of Abdul Mutalib, the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, arrived. Othman said, “I started staring at him because I had heard mention of his prophethood. He turned to me and asked, ‘Othman, what is the matter?’ I replied, I am surprised that there is so much talk about you when you are the most honorable person among us!” Whereupon the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him said, “There is no god except Allah, Allah is witness to this fact.” Upon hearing this Othman started to tremble as the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, began to recite:

In the sky is your provision and that which you are promised.

So by the Lord of heaven and earth, it is as true as your speech.
Koran Ch. 51 verses 22-23.

Soon after the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, stood up to leave and Othman followed after him and embraced Islam. 

ALI’S   ACCEPTANCE    OF    ISLAM

THE   4TH    CALIPH

Lady Khadijah was the first to embrace Islam. In those early days of Islam, the prayer consisted of just two units, and she would offer them together with her beloved husband, Prophet Muhammad, praise and peace be upon him. 
The son of Isaac tells of the time Ali, who was still a young boy but had the intelligence of a youth twice his age, embraced Islam.

One day Ali came across Prophet Muhammad and Lady Khadijah, peace be upon them, offering their prayer and exclaimed, “O Muhammad, what are you doing?” The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, answered, “This is the Religion of Allah that He has chosen and for which He sent His prophets. I invite you to the One and only God, Allah, who has no partners. I call upon you to worship Him alone and to renounce Al Laat and Al Uzza.” Ali expressed his surprise and said, “I have never heard of anything like this before. I cannot decide upon anything until I have spoken to Abu Talib.” The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, wished his secret to remain as such until he had chance to personally make known his calling to the prophethood, so he said, “O Ali, if you are not going to accept Islam, I ask you to keep this a secret.”

Ali was in a state of bewilderment, and spent the night thinking about what the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, had told him. The following morning Ali went to the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him and asked, “Tell me again what you said to me.” The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, replied in his gentle, reassuring way, “It is that you bear witness that there is no god except Allah, who has no partners and that you renounce Al Laat and Al Uzza and do not associate them to Him.” Ali needed no further convincing he renounced the idols of Mecca and accepted Islam. 

Ali kept his conversion secret and would visit the Messenger of Allah, and Lady Khadijah, peace be upon them, to pray with them.

Habba Urani tells of a time years later on when he saw Ali who was sitting on the pulpit begin to chuckle. Ali chuckled so much that his teeth became visible. Ali said, “I just remembered a time when I was praying with the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, in the Valley of Naklah. Abu Talib came across us as we were prostrating and asked the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, “O my nephew, what are you doing?” The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, spoke to Abu Talib about Islam and Abu Talib exclaimed, “There is no harm in what you are doing, but I cannot allow my buttocks to rise above me!” After Ali had finished telling us about this amusing episode he became serious and said thrice, “O Allah, other than your Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, there is no other (male) worshipper who has worshipped you before me.” 
May Allah be pleased with all the Companions.
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