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THE  INVITATION  TO  THE  TRIBE  OF  BANU  SHAYBAN

Ali, the son of Abi Talib narrates, “When Allah commanded His Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, to present himself as His Prophet of Islam to the Arab tribes, Abu Bakr and myself accompanied the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, to Mina.

Upon reaching a gathering of pilgrims, Abu Bakr would be the first to approach and greet the pilgrims. Abu Bakr was a person who would always take the initiative and was highly knowledgeable of the lineage of each Arab tribe. He would ask the tribesmen from which tribe they hailed, and then ask from which branch they were from. 
On this occasion as the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, Abu Bakr and Ali approached a group of pilgrims, Abu Bakr as was his custom, greeted them then inquired where they were from. The pilgrims told him that they were from the tribe of the Banu Shayban, son of Tha’laba, and that their branch was the Rabee’ah. Upon hearing this, Abu Bakr turned to the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, and said, “May my parents be sacrificed for you, there are none more respectable in their tribe than these men. Among their tribesmen are Mafrooq, the son of Amr, Hani son of Qabesah, Muthanna son of Haritha and Nu’man son of Sharek. 
Mafrooq son of Amr Banu Shayban was also knowledgeable of ancestral to the lineage and the most eloquent speaker among his tribe the Banu Shayban Mafrooq had two locks of hair that fell on his chest and he sat down next to Abu Bakr. Ali says that Abu Bakr asked Mafrooq about the population of his tribe, Mafrooq replied, “We are without doubt over a thousand, and a thousand cannot be defeated.” Abu Bakr asked him, “What is your status?” He replied, “We have to work very hard, but then, it is the same for every nation.” Abu Bakr then asked, “How do you fare in conflicts with your enemies?” Mafrooq answered, “When we fight it is because we are very angry, and when we are angered we fight fiercely. We prefer our pedigree horse to our children and weapons to milk-yielding camels. Our help is from Allah, who sometimes causes us to be victorious, but at other times allows others to be the victors.” Then Mafrooq asked, “Are you from the Koraysh?” Abu Bakr responded saying, “What if you were told that the Koraysh have the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, and this person (by me) is he?” Mafrooq said, “The news has already reached us that he claims to be the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him.” Then Mafrooq turned to the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, and asked, “To what do you call us, O brother of the Koraysh?” The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, came forward and sat down as Abu Bakr stood up to shaded him (from the sun) with his clothing. The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said, “I call you to bear witness that there is no god except Allah, and to bear witness that I am the Messenger of Allah. I also ask you to ally yourselves to me and assist me so that I may convey the Message Allah has commanded me to convey, because the Koraysh have grouped together against the Religion of Allah and have rejected His Messenger. They have satisfied themselves with falsehood instead of the truth. But, Allah is Independent, worthy of all praise.” After that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, recited:

“Say, 'Come, I will recite to you what your Lord forbids you;

That you shall associate anything with Him 

(but He orders) that you shall be good to your parents, 

that you shall not kill your children because of poverty,

We provide for you and for them,

that you shall not commit foul deeds whether openly or in secret,

and that you shall not kill the soul that Allah has forbidden except by right.

With such Allah charges you, in order that you understand. 

Do not touch the wealth of the orphan, 

except in the fairer manner until he reaches maturity.

Give just weight and full measure, 

We never charge a soul with more than it can bear.

When you speak, be just, even if it affects your own kinsmen.

Fulfill the covenant of Allah.

With such He charges you, in order that you remember. 

This Path of Mine is straight.

Follow it and do not follow other paths,

With such Allah charges you, in order that you be cautious.'” Koran Ch 6:151-153 

Mafrooq was impressed by the verses he had just heard and asked, “What else do you call us to? I swear by Allah this is not the speech of a mortal, had it been such, then we would have undoubtedly been able to recognize it.”

Then, the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, recited to him:

“Allah orders justice, and good deeds, and giving to one's kindred. 

He forbids indecency, dishonor and insolence. 

He admonishes you in order that you take heed.” Ch.16:90 

Mafrooq exclaimed, “O Korayshi, I swear by Allah that you call towards the best of character and the most beautiful deeds. Without doubt, any nation that rejects you and supports others against you are liars.” At that point, Mafrooq decided to draw Hani, son of Qabesah to join the conversation. He introduced him saying, “This is Hani, son of Qabesah. He is our elder and in charge of our religious affairs.” Hani spoke to the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, saying, “O my Korayshi brother, I have heard what you have to say and accept every word of it. However, I am of the opinion that if we forsake our religion to follow yours, it would be a mistake and reflect upon the weakness of our understanding and lack of contemplation over the matter. This is our first meeting with you, and may not be the last. No one knows what the future holds. Mistakes often occur through hastiness. Also, there are people within our tribe who would dislike it if we entered into an agreement without consulting them. Therefore, you should return and we shall return. You contemplate upon the matter and we shall do the same." 
Hani then brought Muthanna, son of Harith into the conversation saying, “This is Muthanna, son of Haritha. He is our elder and in charge of our military affairs. Muthanna addressed the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, saying “O Korayshi brother, I too have listened to what you have said and liked it, it had a great impact on me. However, my reply to you is the same as that of Hani. We (our territory) lies on the borders of two countries, one is Yamamah and the other Samawah. The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, asked Muthanna which were the countries boarding them. Muthanna replied, “On one side we have land, high hills and the mountains of the Arabs, on the other side we are bordered by the land of the Persians and the rivers of Chosroes. Chosroes has permitted us to live there on condition we do not change or support anyone who initiates a new movement. There is a strong possibility that the Persian kings would not like that which you are calling us toward, whereas the custom in the land of the Arabs is to forgive those who have erred and accept their excuse.  On the other hand, the Persians are a people who if a mistake is made they do neither forgive nor accept their excuse, we cannot risk opposing them.” The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said to them, ”Your reply has not been evil because you have spoken frankly. However, the only people who can establish the Religion of Allah are those who protect it under all circumstances.” The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, stood up and as he left he took hold of the hand of Abu Bakr.
In another narration, the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said to them, “The only people who can establish the Religion of Allah are those who protect it in all circumstances.” Thereafter, the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said, “Tell me, if after an interval of time, Allah grants you their (the Persians) land, and their wealth and you take their women to you bed (making them either wives or servants), wouldn’t you be prepared to exalt Him and proclaim His Oneness?” Nu’man, son of Shareek said, “You would have our support, O brother of the Koraysh.” Then the Messenger of Allah recited:
O Prophet, We have sent you as a witness,

a bearer of glad tidings, and to bear warning; 

a caller to Allah by His permission and as a light shedding lamp. 

Give to the believers the glad tidings
 that with Allah there is for them a great bounty. Ch.33:45 

Ali said, “The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, stood up and took hold of the hand of Abu Bakr and turned to us both and said, ‘O Ali, how excellent are the manners of the Arabs, even during the Age of Ignorance! How noble they are. It is because of this they protect each other in the life of this world.’” 
In the years to come, the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, told his Companions, “Praise be to Allah, today the tribe of the Banu Rabee’ah (amongst whom were the tribe of Banu Shayban) have defeated the Persians. They have slain the Persian leaders and annihilated their armies. Allah assisted them because of me.:”
In another narration more details are given that tell us when the soldiers of the Banu Rabee’ah tribe engaged the Persian army at Quraqir, not far from the River Euphrates, they used the name Muhammad as their password, because of which Allah gave them victory. If was after this battle that the Banu Rabee’ah tribe entered the fold of Islam.

May Allah be pleased with all the Companions.
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