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THE SATANIC PLOT
Satan, the Visitor from Najd

The Koraysh chieftains began to fear, with half-hearted contempt, the warnings of the Koran and those of the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam). The warning which bothered them most was that of the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam): " ... as for you, leaders of Koraysh, a great affair will come upon you that you will indeed hate." So they decided it was time to call a meeting in the time honored house, the House of Assembly, to discuss how they might best rid themselves of Prophet Muhammad (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam).

It was agreed by those present to invite other Korayshi chieftains as well as the chieftains of other tribes to the meeting and that the meeting should take place at night. Trusted messengers were then sent to the outlying tribes and upon the night of Thursday 26th Safar, fourteen years after the prophethood (12th September 622 CE) they and other chieftains met in secret in the House of Assembly.

The chieftains taking part were Abu Jahl son of Hisham from the tribe of Bani Makhzum; Jubair son of Mut'im, Tu’aimah son of Adi, and Al-Harith son of Aamir who represented the tribe of Bani Naufal son of Abd Munaf; Rabi'a's two sons Shaibah and 'Utbah; Abu Sufyan son of Harb from the tribe of Bani 'Abd Shams son of Abd Munaf; An-Nadr son of Al-Harith representing the tribe of Bani 'Abd Ad-Dharr; Abul Bakhtary son of Hisham, Zama'h son of Al-Aswad and Hakim son Hizam represented the tribe of Bani Asad bin 'Abd Al-'Uzza; Al-Hajjaj's two sons Nabih and Munbih from the tribe of Bani Sahm; and Umayyah son of Khalaf from the tribe of Bani Jumah.

The meeting proved to be less than harmonious as none could agree upon a solution and soon tempers became frayed as raised voices filled the air. All the shouting and arguing subsided when, suddenly, a very loud knock at the door was heard. Someone got up and opened it, and there before them stood a man, unknown to any of them. The newcomer's facial characteristics and clothing were those of the people of the Najd, and so when he told the gathering he was from that region he was not disbelieved -- later, the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) told his Companions that the man was none other than satan in disguise.

The chieftains invited the newcomer to sit with them and satan inquired the reason for the meeting, then asked why there was so much discord between them. The situation was explained to him -- although he already knew it -- so satan asked each of the chieftains to tell him their proposal and listened to them but did not pass a comment, however, the situation changed when it came time for Abu Jahl to present his solution and their visitor listened enthusiastically. 

Abu Jahl told him that in his opinion, the only way to rid themselves of the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) would be to kill him. However, this was not an easy matter. Abu Jahl went on to say that in his opinion the safest manner would be for each branch of the tribe to select and arm their strongest, most powerful warrior, then, upon a given night, wait for the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) to come out from his house, then pounce upon him altogether at the same time and kill him. 
Abu Jahl drew the attention of their visitor and those present, that by killing the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) in such a manner his blood would rest upon all their hands, and not just an individual branch of the Koraysh tribe which would, without a doubt, be singled out for the revenge of his killing if it were otherwise.

Abu Jahl also pointed out that it was reasonable to assume that the family of the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) and his Companions would be unlikely to take revenge on all the branches of the Koraysh because not only were they united in the matter, great in number, but much too strong to oppose.

Up until that moment, satan had remained silent, but now his eyes darted with delight as he said, "Abu Jahl is right, in my opinion this is the only way to do it!"

The chieftains accepted his advice, plans were drawn up and satan left them gloating in his wickedness.
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On the night the Koraysh planned to kill Prophet Muhammad (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam), Angel Gabriel visited him and told him he must not sleep in his bed that night. He also gave him the news that Allah had given him permission to migrate. When the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) told Ali Gabriel's news he was delighted and immediately volunteered to be a decoy and sacrifice himself for the sake of the Prophet’s migration by sleeping in the Prophet’s bed, whereupon the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) assured him that no harm would befall him.

On account of his honesty, several people had entrusted their valuables to the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) for safekeeping. Now that permission to migrate had been given he could no longer take charge of them so he asked Ali to remain behind and return them to their rightful owners, then to come to Yathrib as soon as he had discharged his duty.

Later that night, Ali wrapped himself up in the Prophet's cloak and slept soundly on the Prophet's bed.

The Plan is Hatched

It was on 27th Safar, the fourteenth year of the Prophethood, (12/13 September 622 C.E), in the still of the night warriors from each branch of the Koraysh concealed themselves around the Prophet's house and lay in wait for him to come out. 

Those selected to take part in the assassination of the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) were Abu Jahl, Hakam son of Abil Al-'As, Uqbah son of Abi Mu'ait, An-Nadr son of Harith, Umayyah son of Khalaf, Zam’ah son of Al-Aswad, Tu'aimah son of 'Adi, Abu Lahab, Ubayy son of Khalaf, Nabih son of Al-Hajjaj and his brother Munbih.

As they lay in wait Abu Jahl would walk among the would-be assassins and mock the Prophet’s warning saying, “He claims that if you follow him he will appoint you to be rulers over the Arabs and non-Arabs, and in the Hereafter you will be rewarded with Gardens of Eden. But if you do not, he tells us that he will slaughter us, and that in the Hereafter we will be burned in the Fire.”

Allah says:

“And when the unbelievers plotted against you (Prophet Muhammad).
They sought to either take you captive or have you killed, or expelled.
They plotted but Allah (in reply) also plotted.
Allah is the Best in plotting.” 8:20 

Some time later during the night the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) emerged from his house and as he did so, he stooped to pick up a handful of dust and as he recited the following verses from the Koran he cast it over the assassins,
"Ya Seen. By the Wise Koran, you (Prophet Muhammad) are truly

among the Messengers sent upon a Straight Path.

The sending down of the Mighty, the Most Merciful

so that you may warn a people whose fathers were not warned,

and so were heedless.

The Phrase has become obligatory upon most of them,
yet they do not believe.

We have bound their necks with fetters up to their chin,

so that their heads are raised and cannot be lowered.

We have set a barrier before them and a barrier behind them,

and, We have covered them so that they do not see."

Koran 36:1-9

Immediately, a deep sleep descended upon the warriors and the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) passed through their midst without anyone seeing him.

The warriors slept on outside the house of the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) until someone came and woke them up, asking why they were still there. When they replied they were waiting for the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) to come out, the man rebuked them telling them that he had seen the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) elsewhere in the City, and told them of the dust in their hair.

The warriors refused to accept the possibility that the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) had escaped without their knowledge so they entered the house and found Ali, who they mistakenly took to be the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam), sleeping peacefully wrapped in the Prophet's green cloak. After having satisfied themselves that the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) was still in the house they continued to wait outside.

When Ali awoke they realized that the man had been correct and pandemonium reigned -- the Koraysh plan had been thwarted, they seized Ali and beat him, then dragged him to the Ka’bah and interrogated him for an hour, then released him and raised the alarm.
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