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Tolerance & The Likeness In Religions

Life In Medina

It was now the tenth year after the Migration and the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) spent the year in Medina. It was a happy time for the Holy family, Abraham had learned to walk and talk, and was a constant source of happiness to the entire family. Hasan and Husain had a little sister who was named after their aunt, Lady Zaynab, and now their mother was expecting another baby.

Abu Bakr's wife had passed away several years before and he had remarried. His new wife's name was the same as his daughter, Asma, and was the sister-in-law of Al-Abbas. They too were also expecting a blessed addition to the family.

The Coming of the Christians

As in the previous year, delegations continued to arrive from all over Arabia. The day came when sixty Christians arrived from Najran. At the time of their arrival they were under the protectorate of the Roman Empire and accustomed to receive handsome gifts from Heraclius in Constantinople. As usual, the Prophet's guests were made welcome and hospitality lavished upon them.

Tolerance

When the Christians said they wished to offer their prayer the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) permitted them to say it in the Mosque, and they prayed in an easterly direction, towards Jerusalem.

The People of Previous Holy Books

The Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) and the Christians discussed and compared their religions, and the Christians found that there were many things similar to their own, however, when it came to discussing the position of Prophet Jesus, peace be upon him, they disagreed. It was during this time that Allah sent down:

"This, We recite to you of the verses and Wise Remembrance.

Truly, the likeness of Jesus with Allah, is as the likeness of Adam.

He created him from dust then He said to him 'Be' and he was.

The truth is from your Lord, therefore, do not be among the doubters.

Those who dispute with you concerning him

after the knowledge has come to you, say,

'Come, let us gather our sons and your sons,

our womenfolk and your womenfolk, ourselves and yourselves.

Then let us humbly pray, so lay the curse of Allah upon the ones who lie.'

This is indeed the truthful narration.

There is no god except Allah.

It is Allah who is the Almighty, the Wise.

If they turn away, Allah knows the evildoers.

(These verses were revealed prior to the new Revelation)

Say, 'People of the Book, let us come to a common word

between us and you that we will worship none except Allah,

that we will associate none with Him, 

and that none of us take others as lords besides Allah.'

If they turn back say, 'Bear witness that we are Muslims.

People of the Book, why do you dispute about Abraham

when both the Torah and the Gospel were not sent down till after him?

Have you no sense?

Indeed, you have disputed about that which you have knowledge.

Why then dispute about that of which you have no knowledge?

Allah knows but you do not know.

No, Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian.

He was of pure faith, a submitter (Muslim).

He was never of the idolaters.

Surely, the people who are nearest to Abraham are those who follow him,

and this Prophet (Muhammad), and those who believe.

Allah is the Guardian of the believers.

Some of the People of the Book wish to make you go astray,

but they lead none astray except themselves, though they do not sense it.

People of the Book! 

Why do you disbelieve the verses of Allah while you are witness?

People of the Book!

Why do you confound truth with falsehood, and knowingly hide the truth?"

Koran 3:58-71

After the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) finished his recitation he invited the Christians to sit down with him and his family. The Christians said they needed time to think and returned to their quarters. Their primate, Al Aqib, warned his fellow bishops saying, "You know he is a prophet, and no matter whether a group is small or large, a prophet never lays a curse on a people and they survive thereafter."

The next day when the bishops returned, they found Ali, Lady Fatima and their two sons were with the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) and knew what he was about to ask them as he covered them with the cloak he was wearing. The Christians declined to take part in invoking the curse of Allah upon those who lie, and asked for a treaty to be drawn up between them. In return for the payment of a tax, they were given the protection of the Islamic State, for not only their persons, but also their churches and wealth.

Likeness in Religions

Although the preceding verses begin with a direct challenge to the Christians, they also address the Jews.

The verses also speak of religion of Prophet Abraham - who was neither a Jew nor a Christian - and of whom both religions claim to follow. He did not ascribe a partner to Allah as the Jews and Christians do, rather, he was he was a man of pure faith, the worshipper of Allah, alone, the One and only Creator. 

Upon taking a closer look at the religions of Judaism, Christianity and the pagan religion of the Koraysh, one notices a common thread running between them. 

The Koraysh worshipped and associated Al-Lat, Al-Manat and Al-Uzza with Allah. The Jews associated and worshipped Ezra, claiming he was the son of Allah and also worshipped the Golden Calf. The Christians worshipped and associated Jesus, claiming he was His son. As a point of interest, even up until today, in the Arabic Bible, Christians choose to use the word “Allah”, which is the pronoun for the Creator rather than the word “illah” which is Arabic word for God.

“The Jews say Ezra is the son of Allah,

while the Christians say the Messiah is the son of Allah.

Such are their assertions, by which they imitate those who disbelieved before.

Allah fights them! How perverted they are!

They take their rabbis and monks as lords besides Allah, 

and the Messiah, son of Mary, 

though they were ordered to worship but One God,

there is no god except He.

Exalted is He above that they associate with Him!”

Koran 9:30-31

The prophets sent to the Jews and the Christians warned their followers not to associate anything or anyone with Allah. Therefore, the Jews and Christians are held more blameworthy than the pagan Koraysh, as the Koraysh had neither received a Book, nor yet Divine Guidance with which to follow.

The description of Prophet Muhammad (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) was known to both Jew and Christian alike, however, the Koran records the fact that they disobediently tampered with their Holy Books thus preventing the truth from becoming known. So it is not surprising, that the Jews, through racial pride and disobedience to Allah, rejected Prophet Muhammad (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) on account of his not being of their race. Had the Christians been faithful to the book they attributed to Jesus, then, they would, without doubt, accepted the challenge “… then let us humbly pray, so lay curse of Allah upon the ones who lie” but they knew the truth and refused to take the litmus test.

The Death of Abraham, Son of the Prophet

Abraham, the Prophet's son, was very young and had not had enough time to establish an immune system in his precious little body. With the increase in Medina's population, and the comings and goings of so very many people also came disease.

Abraham was being wet-nursed by the wife of Abu Saif, and while he was in her home he was taken very ill and destined not to recover. Great sadness descended upon Medina when his condition was made known and the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) stayed by his side as often and as long as he could. As Abraham grew weaker, the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) knew it would not be long until the angels took away his darling little soul and with tender, loving care he held him close to him in his arms and kissed him as tear drops started to fall as Abraham drifted gently away. 

The Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) could not withhold his sadness and wept openly for his son. As he did Abdur Rahman, Awf's son, who had misunderstood the extent to which one is permitted to weep, was concerned by the Prophet's weeping and gently asked, "O Messenger of Allah (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam), is this what you have forbidden. If the Muslims see you weeping, they too will weep." Tears continued to flow from the Prophet's eyes and when at last he could speak he said, "This kind is not forbidden, these are tears of tenderness and mercy, and he who is not merciful shall be shown no mercy." Then, addressing his son he said, "O Abraham, if it were not for the certainty of reunion, and that this is a path we must all walk, and that the last of us shall overtake the first, indeed, we would grieve for you with even greater sorrow. We are deeply stricken with sorrow for you, the eye weeps and the heart grieves, nor yet are we doing anything which would be offensive before our Lord."

Lady Maryam was deeply saddened by the loss of her little son and the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) spoke gently to her with words of reassurance which comforted her as he told her that their son was in Paradise. After a while the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) left and returned with Al-Abbas and Fadl. Fadl washed the tiny, delicate little body and shrouded it whilst the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) and his uncle gazed on in sadness.

It was time to lay the little darling to rest so a tiny grave was dug for him in the cemetery. After the funeral prayer had been said, his tiny bier was taken to the cemetery where the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) prayed for him again, and Osama and Fadl lowered him gently into his grave. The Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) remained at his graveside after it had been covered with earth and asked for some water to be brought to him, which he then sprinkled over the grave. The earth covering the grave was somewhat uneven whereupon the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) said, "When you do something, do it as perfectly as possible," and smoothed it over with his blessed hand saying, "It does neither harm nor good, but it relieves those whose soul is afflicted."

A few days later there was an eclipse of the sun, and people began to attribute it to the Prophet's loss. But the Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) told them it was not so saying, "The sun and moon are two signs of Allah. Their light is not dimmed on account of anyone's death. When you see them eclipsed, you should pray until they return."

The Forbidding to Disarm

To many it seemed that the time of hostilities was over and word spread among throughout the City that migration had been suspended now that Mecca had been restored for the worship of Allah.

The Prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa sallam) forbade them to disarm saying, "Until after the coming of the anti-Christ a band of my people will not cease to fight for the truth. If you knew what I knew you would laugh but a little and weep a lot." He continued to warn saying, "No time will come upon you that is not followed by one that is worse." Then, referring to the Jews, Nazarenes and Christians, and the corruption of their adherence to the injunctions entrusted to them by their prophets he warned still further, “Some of you (Muslims) will follow those who went before, span by span, cubit by cubit, until if they went down the hole of a poisonous reptile you would follow after them."
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