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BOOK  23

FAIR  DEALINGS

Allah, the Exalted says:

“Allah is Aware of whatever of good you do.” 2:215 Koran

“My nation, be just

in filling the measure and the scale.

Do not reduce people’s goods

and do not corrupt the land with mischief.” 11:85 Koran

“Woe to the diminishers,

who, when others measure for them, 

take full measure,

but when they measure or weigh for others, 

they reduce! 

Do they not think that they will be resurrected

for a Great Day, the Day when people

will stand before the Lord of the Worlds?” 83:1-6 Koran 

TRADING 

|H 1824

“The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, forbade a city dweller to sell to an unaware stranger to the town on commission even if it was his brother, father or mother.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Anas who related this.

FAIR TRADING 
|H 1825

“Do not purchase goods from a caravan until they arrive in the market.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

COMMISSION AGENT 

|H 1826

“Do not go out to meet caravans in order to buy from them nor should a city dweller sell for an unaware stranger to the town. Ta'us asked, ‘What will the city dweller sell to the stranger from out of town?’ He answered, ‘To be his commission agent.’”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Abbas who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said

ARTIFICIAL BIDDING IS FORBIDDEN 
|H 1827

“The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, forbade a city dweller from being a commission agent for an unaware stranger from out of town and artificial bids. He also forbade a person from making an offer while the offer of his brother is pending or that he should make a proposal of marriage while the proposal of his brother is pending. He also forbade a woman to attempt to let her sister (in Islam) become divorced in order that she might take her place.

The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, forbade meeting (trade) caravans in advance or that a city dweller should act as a commission agent for Bedouin Arab. He also forbade that a woman should make it a condition of marriage that her sister (in Islam) should be divorced or that a person should make an artificial bid without intending to purchase in order to raise the price. He also forbade the accumulation of milk in the udder of an animal to attempt misrepresentation.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PENDING OFFER 

|H 1828

“None of you should make an offer to purchase when the offer of another is pending, nor should you make a proposal of marriage when a proposal of a brother is pending, except with the permission of the latter.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

WAITING IN TURN 
|H 1829

“A believer is the brother of a believer and it is not permissible for a believer to make an offer of purchase while an offer of a brother is pending. Nor is it permissible that one should make a proposal of marriage while a proposal of his brother is pending unless the latter gives up.”

Muslim with a chain up to Ukbah son of 'Amir who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PROHIBITION   OF   CHEATING

Allah, the Exalted, says:

“Those who hurt believing men

and believing women undeservedly,

shall bear the guilt of slander and a major sin.” 33:58 Koran

NEITHER TURN ON YOUR BROTHER NOR CHEAT HIM
|H 1620

“Whosoever raises a weapon against us is not one of us and whosoever cheats us is not one of us."

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

ASPECTS OF FAIR DEALING 
|H  236

“Do not envy each other. Do not inflate the bidding at auctions, do not bear a grudge, do not turn away from each other, and do not make an offer during (another's) pending transaction. Be worshipers of Allah, brothers to each other. Muslims are brothers to each other. He neither wrongs him, looks down upon him, nor humiliates him. Piety is a matter of the heart. He repeated this thrice.

It is evil for a person to look down upon his Muslim brother.

Everything belonging to a Muslim is forbidden to another Muslim; his blood, property, and his honor.”

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

DECEPTION
|H 1621

“The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, passed by a pile of corn and upon thrusting his arm into it his fingers felt dampness, whereupon he asked the owner: ‘What is this?’ He replied, ‘O Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, it was dampened by rain.’ The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, asked, ‘Why didn't you let it remain on top so that people could see it? Whosoever cheats among us is not one of us.’"

Muslim also narrated that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

DO NOT RAISE YOUR PRICES 
|H 1622

“Do not over bid in an effort to deceive.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

EFFORTS TO DECEIVE
|H 1623

“The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, forbade over bidding in an effort to deceive.”

Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related this. 

WHAT TO SAY WHEN ENTERING INTO A TRANSACTION
|H 1624

“A man mentioned to the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, that he was often deceived in trading. The Messenger of Allah told, praise and peace be upon him, him, ‘When you enter into a transaction you should say: There should be no deception.'"

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

AGREEMENT OF SALE AND ITS BLESSINGS 
|H  60

“A sales agreement is revocable up until the buyer and seller part company. If they tell the truth and disclose everything relevant to the transaction, it becomes full of blessings for both of them; but if they speak falsely and conceal that which should be disclosed, the blessing of the transaction is wiped out.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Hakim son of Hizam who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PAYMENT
FULFILL YOUR REPAYMENTS WELL
|H 1396

“A man came to the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, and was harsh in demanding the repayment of his loan. The Companions were about to take hold of him when the Messenger of Allah said, ‘Leave him alone, because the person to whom an obligation is due is entitled to make a demand.’ Then he said, ‘Give him a camel similar in age to the camel due to him.’ He was informed that there was only a better camel available than the one due to the person. The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, told them, ‘Give him the better one because the best of you are those who discharge their obligations well.’"

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.
HOW TO CONDUCT BUSINESS
|H 1397

“Allah will have mercy on a man who is easy when he sells, buys and collects.”

Bukhari with a chain up to Jabir who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

HOW TO DEAL WITH A PERSON WHO IS UNABLE TO MAKE REPAYMENTS
|H 1398

“For whosoever is pleased that Allah saves him from the hardships of the Day of Resurrection let him grant respite to he who is in straitened circumstances or removes the debt."

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Katadah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

ALLAH FORGIVES THOSE WHO HAVE MERCY ON OTHERS
|H 1399

“A money lender instructed his servant, 'When you come across someone who is in straitened circumstances be forgiving, in order that Allah will be forgiving to us.' When he met Allah, He forgave him.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

REWARD FOR GENTLE DEALINGS 

|H 1400

“There was a man who lived before you who was called to account and nothing good was found in his account except that when he was wealthy and had dealings with people he ordered his servants to be forgiving to those in straitened circumstances.

Allah, the Mighty, the Glorified said: ‘We have better right to this than him, therefore be forgiving towards him.’"

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Mas'ud Badri who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

VIRTUE OF EASEMENT
|H 1401

“A man to whom Allah had given wealth was brought before Him and He asked, ‘How did you conduct yourself in the world?’ He answered - and they will not conceal any news from Allah - ‘O my Lord, You gave me wealth from Yourself and with it I conducted business with people; it was my habit to be forbearing. I was easy with the one who was in easy circumstances and granted respite to the one who was in straitened circumstances.’ Thereupon Allah, the Exalted, said, 'I am more worthy of these qualities than you are.' And He commanded, 'Be forbearing with this worshiper of Mine.'”

Muslim with a chain up to Huzaifah who related this. Uqbah the son of Amr and Abu Mas'ud Ansari  also said that they heard the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, say this.

SHADE ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT
|H 1402

“Whosoever grants respite to one in straitened circumstances or gives up a portion of his claim against him, will be sheltered by Allah under the shadow of His Throne on the Day of Judgement when there will be no other shade than His shade.”

Tirmidhi with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

BE GENEROUS IN PAYMENT
|H 1403

“The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, purchased a camel from him (Jabir) and paid him more than its price.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Jabir who related this.

VIRTUE OF GENEROSITY
|H 1404

“Makhramah Al-Abdi and I (Abu Safwan Suwaid) bought some fabric from Hajar. The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, came to us and bargained for a pair of loose lower undergarments from us. We had a weigher who valued for a fee. The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, told him ‘Over weigh it slightly.’"

Abu Daud and Tirmidhi with a chain up to Abu Safwan Suwaid, the son of Kais who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

THOSE    WHO    ARE    ABLE    BUT    EVADE REPAYMENT

Allah, the Exalted says:

“Allah orders you all to hand back

the trusts to their owners.” 4:58 Koran

“…If any of you trusts another

let the trusted deliver his trust.....” 2:283 Koran

IT IS WRONG TO EVADE THE REPAYMENT OF A DEBT IF YOU HAVE THE MEANS 
|H 1655

“When the wealthy delay payment it is harmful; and if the payment of a debt which is due to any of you is undertaken by a person of means you should agree to the repayment date.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PROPERTY OF ALLAH 

|H  222

“Many people deal unjustly with the property of Allah. For them is the Fire on the Day of Judgement.’"

Bukhari with a chain up to Khaulah daughter of 'Amir who related this.

RETRACT ING   A   GIFT

DO NOT TAKE BACK A GIFT 

|H 1656

“Whosoever retracts a gift is like the dog that devours its vomit.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Abbas who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

A GIFT IS NOT TO BE RETURNED 
|H 1657

“I (Caliph Omar) had given a horse in the Way of Allah but the person to whom it was given neglected it. I thought I would buy it back from him and he would sell it to me cheap. I inquired about it from the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, 

who told me: ‘Do not buy it even if he is willing to sell it for a dirham, because this would be taking back your gift and whosoever does that is like one who devours his vomit.’”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Omar the son of Khattab who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PROHIBITION    OF    BREAKING    A    PROMISE

Allah, the Exalted says:

“Believers, fulfill your obligations.” 5:1 Koran

“And keep your promise. Surely it will be inquired into.” 17:34 Koran

CHARACTERISTICS OF HYPOCRISY
|H 1626

“There are four characteristics of hypocrisy. If all four are found in a person he is a complete hypocrite, but if one of them is found in him he has the characteristic of a hypocrite until he abandons it: If he is entrusted, he betrays. If he speaks, he lies. If he promises, he breaks it. If he deserts, he becomes untruthful.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abdullah, the son of Amru, son of Al As who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

BREAKING A PROMISE
|H 1627

“For everyone who breaks his promise there will be a flag on the Day of Judgement. People will say, ‘This flag proclaims a breach of promise by so and so.'"

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to the son of Mas'ud, son of Omar and Anas who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

THE BIGEST BREAKER OF A PROMISE
|H 1628

“Each promise breaker will have a flag upon his back on the Day of Judgement the height of which will be according to the size of his promise. Pay attention! There is no bigger breaker of promise than a ruler who breaks his promise to his people.”

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Sa'id Khudri who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

DO NOT BREAK A PROMISE MADE IN THE NAME OF ALLAH
|H 1629  

“Allah, the Exalted, says: 'There are three to whom I will be their Opponent on the Day of Judgement: Whosoever makes a promise in My Name and then breaks it. Whosoever sells a freeman into slavery and consumes his price. Whosoever hires a laborer and having taken full work from him fails to pay him his wages.'”

Bukhari with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

THE THREE WHOM ALLAH WILL NEITHER LOOK AT OR SPEAK TO ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT
|H 1630

“There are three to whom Allah will not speak on the Day of Judgement, nor will He look at them or purify them. He repeated this three times. Abu Dharr said, ‘They are lost and ruined! Who are they, O Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him?’ He replied: ‘One who lengthens his garments because of pride, one who boasts of favors done to another and one who promotes the sale of his wares with a false oath.’"

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Dharr who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

USURY

Allah, the Exalted says:

“Those who eat usury shall not rise up (from the tomb)
except as he who rises in madness that satan has touched. 

That is because they say,

‘Selling is like usury.' 

Allah has permitted trading and forbidden usury.

To whomsoever an exhortation comes
 from his Lord then he desists,

he shall have his past gains,

and his matter is with Allah.

But whoever reverts shall be

among the people of the Fire

and shall remain in it forever.

Allah effaces usury and nurtures charity.

Allah does not love every ungrateful sinner.

Those who believe and do good works,

establish the prayers

and pay the obligatory charity,

will be rewarded by their Lord

and will have nothing to fear or to regret.

‘Believers, fear Allah

and give up what is still due to you from usury,

if you are believers; but if you do not,

then take notice of war from Allah and His Messenger.

Yet if you repent,

you shall have the principal of your wealth.

Neither will you harm nor will you be harmed. 2:278 – 279 Koran

PAYING OR RECEIVING INTEREST  
|H 1659

“The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, cursed whosoever receives and whosoever pays interest.”

“And those who witness and transcribe a transaction involving the taking and paying of interest.”

Muslim with a chain up to ibn Mas'ud who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

Last paragraph narrated by Tirmidhi.
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