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    BOOK  8
THE   JUST   RULER

Allah, the Exalted says:

“Allah orders justice,

and good deeds, and giving to one’s kindred,

He forbids indecency, dishonor and insolence.

He admonishes you in order that you take heed.” 16:90 Koran

“....  reform between them with justice,

and weigh with justice......” 49:9 Koran

PROTECTION IN THE SHADE OF THE MERCY OF ALLAH 

|H  664

“There will be seven (types) who will be protected in the shade of the Mercy of Allah on the Day of Judgement; there being no other shade except His Mercy. (They are:) A just ruler. A youth who occupied himself worshiping Allah, the Mighty, the Glorified. A person who loved another for the Sake of Allah, they met together for His Sake and parted for His Sake. A person who is enticed by a beautiful, charming woman but declines saying, ‘I fear Allah.’ A person whose heart is attached to the mosque. A person who spends secretly in charity, so that his left hand does not know what his right hand spends. A person who remembers Allah when he is alone so that his eyes overflow with tears.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

THE REWARD OF THE JUST 

|H  665

“The just will be placed in columns of light in the presence of Allah. They will be those who acted justly with their decisions, families and the affairs entrusted to them.”

Muslim with a chain up to Abdullah, the son of Amr son of Al 'As who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

THE DISLIKED RULER 

|H  666

“Your best rulers will be those whom you love and who love you, and for whom you pray, and who pray for you. The worst rulers will be those whom you hate and who hate you, and whom you curse and who curse you. We asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, should we disassociate ourselves from these?’ He replied, ‘Not as long as they maintain the prayers; not as long as they maintain the prayers!’”

Muslim with a chain up to Auf, the son of Malik who related that he heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say this.

THE DWELLERS OF PARADISE 

|H  667

“The dwellers of Paradise will be of three types: The just ruler, who being able, spends in charity. The man who is merciful and tender towards all his relatives and Muslims. The pious man with a family who refrains from asking.”

Muslim with a chain up to Iyah, the son of Himar who related that he heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say this.

THE PRESENTATION OF DISPUTES
|H  220

(The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said) “I am only a human being. Disputes are brought to me for a decision. It is possible that one party may be more capable of presenting his case than the other and I might decide in his favor according to what I hear. But if I decide in favor of one contrary to the right of the other, I have assigned a brand of fire to him.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Lady Umm Salamah, wife of the Prophet, may Allah be pleased with her, Mother of Believers who related: The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

SECURITY 
|H  221

"A believer continues to be secure in his faith so long as he does not shed blood unjustly."

Bukhari with a chain up to ibn Omar who related: The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

OFFICIALS    SHOULD    DEAL    KINDLY   WITH THE    PUBLIC

Allah, the Exalted says:

“And lower your wing to the believers who follow you.” 26:215 Koran

“Allah orders justice,

and good deeds, and giving to one’s kindred,

He forbids indecency, dishonor and insolence.

He admonishes you in order that you take heed.” 16:90 Koran

ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ONE'S ACTIONS 

|H  657

“Every one of you is a guardian and held accountable for that which he is entrusted. A ruler is a guardian and held accountable for that which he is in care. A man is a guardian in respect of his household. A woman is a guardian in respect of her husband's house and children. Therefore each one of you is a guardian, accountable for whatever is in your care.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

BURDEN OF AUTHORITY 

|H  658

“A person who is appointed to a position of authority over people will not die except as a cheat on account of that which he had been entrusted. For him, Allah forbids Paradise.”

The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, added:

“Even the fragrance of Paradise will not reach him, if he does not look after them with goodwill and sincerity.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Ma'kil, the son of Yasam who related that he heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say this.

PUBLIC OFFICE, EMBEZZLEMENT
|H  216

“If I appoint one of you to public office and you conceal a needle or even less, that is embezzlement, and on the Day of Judgement he will be called upon to produce it.

Then a man with a dark complexion from the tribe of Ansar stood up - I (Adiyy son of Umairah) recall him as if I see him before me now - and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, take back from me your assignment.’ He asked, ‘What is the matter?’ The man replied, ‘I have just heard you say this and this.’ The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said, ‘I repeat, anyone I appoint to public office must render an account of everything no matter whether it is large or small. What he is given he may have, but what he is forbidden must be avoided.’”

Muslim with a chain up to Adiyy son of Umairah, who related that he heard the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, say this.

WELFARE OF MUSLIMS 

|H  659

“If the person in charge of the affairs of Muslims does not strive diligently to promote their welfare, he will not enter Paradise with them.”

Muslim.

THE SUPPLICATION OF THE PROPHET FOR THOSE IN AUTHORITY 

|H  660

“O Allah, when the one placed in authority over my people is hard on them, be hard on him also, and when he is gentle with them be gentle with him also.”

Muslim with a chain up to Lady Ayesha, wife of the Prophet, Mother of Believers, may Allah be pleased with her, who related that she heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say this in her house.

LOYALTY TO THE CALIPH 

|H  661

“Authority among the Children of Israel was exercised by prophets. When a prophet, died he was succeeded by another prophet. I will not be succeeded by a prophet, but there will be caliphs after me, a large number of them. 

He was asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, what then do you command us?’ He said, ‘Be loyal to them according to your allegiance in succession, and render to them that which is due to them, and ask Allah for that which is due to you. Allah will take them to account in respect of that which is committed to them.’"

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

WORST KIND OF RULER 

|H  662

“Son, I heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say, ‘The worst ruler is the one who deals harshly with people. Beware, in case you become one.’" 

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Sa'id Hasan Basri who related that A'aih son of Amr visited Ubaidullah son of Zaid and said this to him.

OBLIGATIONS OF THOSE IN AUTHORITY

|H  663

“‘If Allah places someone in authority over Muslims and he fails to remedy their grievances and poverty, Allah will neither fulfill his needs nor will He remove his poverty on the Day of Judgement.’ So, Mu'awiah appointed a man to look after the needs of people.”

Abu Daud and Tirmidhi with a chain up to Abu Maryam Azdi who related that he said this to Mu'awiah.

REWARD OF A JUDGE 

|H 1908

“I, (Amr, the son of Al 'As) heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say, ‘When a judge uses his judgment and comes to a right decision he receives a double reward. When he uses his judgment and makes a mistake he receives a single reward.’"

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Amr the son of Al 'As who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this. 

OBEDIENCE   TO   THOSE   IN   AUTHORITY
Allah, the Exalted says:

“Believers, obey Allah and obey the Messenger

and those in authority among you.” 4:59 Koran

OBLIGATION UPON ALL MUSLIMS 

|H  668

“A Muslim is obliged to hear and obey whether he likes it or not, except if he is asked to do something sinful, in which case there is no obligation to hear or to obey.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

OBEY TO THE UTMOST OF YOUR ABILITY 

|H  669

“When we took our oath of allegiance with the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, to hear and obey, he would add, ‘As much as you can.’"

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related this hadith.

ALLEGIANCE TO THE CALIPH
|H  670 
“Whosoever withdraws from obedience (to the caliph) shall meet Allah on the Day of Resurrection having no argument. And he who dies without having sworn allegiance will die the death of ignorance (as before Islam). Whosoever dies having discarded his association with the community dies in error.”

Muslim with a chain up to ibn Omar who related that he heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say this.

OBEY ANYONE WHO IS IN AUTHORITY OVER YOU 

|H  671

“Hear and obey even if an Abyssinian slave whose head is like a raisin is placed in authority over you.”

Bukhari with a chain up to Anas related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

OBEY AT ALL TIMES 

|H  672

“You are obliged to hear and to obey in prosperity and adversity,
Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

DEAL WITH OTHERS IN THE SAME WAY AS YOU WISH TO BE DEALT 

|H  673

“We were on a journey with the Messenger, praise and peace be upon him, and had struck camp. Some were busy putting up their tents, others occupied themselves with sport while others tended their cattle when the caller to prayer of the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, announced it was time for prayers. 

We gathered round the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, and he addressed us, saying, ‘There was a obligation upon each Prophet before me to instruct his nation in that which he knew was good and to warn them against that which he knew to be evil. As for your nation its safety is in its beginning and its end will encounter misfortune and matters which you will deny.

Then, one misfortune will make its predecessor appear light. One calamity will arrive and a believer will say, ‘This is my ruin’, and it will pass and another will approach and he will say, ‘This is the one, this is the one.’ Therefore whosoever desires to be removed from the Fire and to enter Paradise should face his death believing in Allah and the Last Day, and should deal with others in the same way he wishes to be loved.

Whosoever has sworn allegiance to one leader and committed his hand and his heart to him should obey him as much as he can. If another should contest the authority of that leader he should be beheaded.”

Muslim with a chain up to Abdullah, the son of Omar who related this hadith.

ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ONE'S DEEDS 

|H  674

“He (Salamah, the son of Yahid Jo'ffi) asked the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, ‘Tell me, if our rulers should be such that they should require from us their due but refuse to render what is due to us, what would be your instruction to us?’ The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, turned away from him. He repeated his question, whereupon the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said, ‘Hear and obey them. They are accountable for their obligations and you are accountable for yours.’"

Muslim with a chain up to Wail, the son of Hujr who related that Salamah, the son of Yahid Jo'ffi  asked the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, this question.

FULFILL   YOUR   OBLIGATIONS   EVEN   IN   TIMES   OF   DISTRESS 

|H  675

“After me there will be discrimination and things you dislike. The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, was asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, what would be your advice to those of us who encounter these things?’ He answered, ‘Fulfill your obligations and supplicate to Allah for your rights.’"

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abdullah, the son of Mas'ud who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

OBEY THE CALIPH 

|H  676

“He who obeys me obeys Allah and he who disobeys me disobeys Allah, and he who obeys the one in authority obeys me but he who disobeys the person in authority disobeys me.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PATIENCE 

|H  677

“If a person hates something from his prince he should bear it with patience, because whosoever leaves the sultan by even the span of a hand dies the death of ignorance.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to ibn Abbas who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

DISHONORING A RULER 

|H  678

“Whosoever dishonors the ruler is dishonored by Allah.”

Tirmidhi with a chain up to Abu Bakr who related that he heard the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, say this.

PROHIBITION   OF   ASKING   FOR   A   POSITION   IN AUTHORITY

Allah, the Exalted says:

“That is the Last Abode,

We shall assign it to those

who desire neither exorbitance in the earth,

nor corruption.

The ultimate is for the cautious.” 28:83 Koran

DO NOT SEEK AN OFFICIAL POSITION 

|H  679

‘Do not ask for public office. If you are given it without asking you will be helped in the discharge of its responsibilities, but if you are given it because you asked you will be its captive. If you vow to do a thing and then find a better alternative adopt the latter and make up for your vow.’”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abdur Rahman  the son of Samurah reported that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this to him.

A POSITION OF AUTHORITY 

|H  681

“Abu Dharr asked the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, ‘Will you not appoint me to public office?’ He patted him on the shoulder and said, ‘Abu Dharr, you are weak and the office is a trust and is a source of limitation on the Day of Judgement also, it can be a source of remorse except for those who take it up with a full sense of responsibility and fulfill its obligations.’”

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Dharr who related that he asked the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, this question.

KNOW YOUR LIMITATIONS
|H  680

“Abu Dharr, I find you are weak and I desire for you what I desire for myself. Do not seek authority even over two people, nor take upon yourself the guardianship of an orphan's property.”

Muslim with a chain up to Abu Dharr who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this to him.

THE BURDEN OF PUBLIC OFFICE 

|H  682

“You will wish to be in public office, but remember that it will be a source of humiliation on the Day of Judgement.”

Bukhari with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

SEEKING A POSITION OF AUTHORITY 

|H  685

“Abu Musa Ash'ari visited the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, with two of his cousins and one of them said to him, ‘O Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, appoint us to an office which Allah has given you.’ The other also said something to the same effect. The Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said, ‘I do not appoint anyone to public office who asks for or desires it.’”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Musa Ash'ari who related this hadith.

IMPORTANCE   OF   GOOD   ADVISORS
Allah, the Exalted says:

“On that Day close friends shall become enemies

of each other, except those who fear (Allah).” 43:67 Koran

COUNSEL 

|H  683

“Whenever Allah raised someone to be a prophet, or appoints a caliph he has two advisors, one counsels him with good and supports him in it, and the other counsels him with evil and entices him to it. Only the innocent person is saved from his sons by Allah.”

Bukhari with a chain up to Abu Sa'id Khudri and Abu Hurairah who relate that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him,said this.

THE SUPPORT FOR A GOOD RULER 

|H  684

“When Allah wills goodness for a ruler He supports him with a sincere advisor who reminds him when he forgets and assists him when he remembers. When Allah wills something other than good He sends him an evil advisor who does not remind him if he forgets and does not help him if he remembers.”

Abu Daud with a chain up to Lady Ayesha, wife of the Prophet, Mother of Believers,  may Allah be pleased with her who related that the Prophet, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

SAYING THE TRUTH TO THOSE IN AUTHORITY 

|H 1663

“Some people said to me (ibn Omar), ‘When we are with those in authority we tell them something different to that which we usually say after we leave.’ Ibn Omar answered, ‘We used to consider this hypocrisy in the time of the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him.’"

Bukhari with a chain up to ibn Omar who related this.

LEADERSHIP WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE
|H 1421

“Allah will not withdraw knowledge by snatching it from people, but it will taken away through the death of knowledgeable people. So that when there are no knowledgeable people left, people will elect the ignorant to be their leaders, asking them for guidance and they will issue their edicts without knowledge. They will be astray themselves and will lead others astray."

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abdullah son of Amr, the son of Al 'As who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PROHIBITION    OF    THE    TITLE    KING    OF KINGS,   OR   EMPEROR
MOST DISGRACEFUL TITLE 

|H 1773

“The most disgraceful title in the estimation of Allah is for a person to be called king of kings.”

Bukhari and Muslim with a chain up to Abu Hurairah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

PROHIBITION    TO   GIVE   A    HYPOCRITE   OR    AN    INNOVATOR    A    RESPECTABLE   TITLE
ADDRESSING A HYPOCRITE 
|H 1774

“Do not address a hypocrite by saying, ‘O master’ because even if he is a master, you will arouse the anger of your Lord, the Mighty, the Glorified."

Abu Daud with a chain up to Buraidah who related that the Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.

SECURITY 
|H  221

"A believer continues to be secure in his faith so long as he does not shed blood unjustly."

Bukhari with a chain up to ibn Omar who related: The Messenger of Allah, praise and peace be upon him, said this.
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